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BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION
XOM CA TRANG AREA, NORTH VIETNAM
1757N 10548E

1. SIGNIFICANCE:

THIS BRIEFING BOARD DEPICTS CONTINUING BRIDGE
AND ROAD CONSTRUCTION ON ROUTES 15 AND 1502 IN THE XOM
CA TRANG AREA, INDICATING A DETERMINED EFFORT BY THE
NORTH VIETNAMESE TO MAINTAIN THEIR SUPPLY ROUTE INTO

LAOS VIA THE DEO MU GIA (PASS).

2., BACKGROUUNUD:

THE XOM CA TRANG AREA WAS STRUCK TWICE IN APRIL
1905, wiikN THE XOM CA TRANG HIGHWAY BRIDGE OVER THE RAO
CAI WAS DESTROYED. THE XOM CA TRANG HIGHWAY BRIDGE OVER
THE NAM QUAT WAS PROBABLY DESTROYED AT THE SAME TIME.

THE NEWLY CONSTRUCTED POSSIBLE CABLE BRIDGE OVER
THE NAM QUAT WAS FIRST OBSERVED TO BE UNDER CONSTRUCTION

ON PHOTOGRAPHY OF AUGUST 1900.

3. REMARKS:

RECONNAISSANCE PHOTOGRAPHY 25X1

REVEALED Tk FIRST KNOWN VEHICULAR CABLE BRIDGE IN NORT¢l

VIETNAM. THE TECHNIQUE EMPLOYED CONSISTED OF THE
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IMPLEMENTATION OF CABLES AND REMOVABLE SECTIONS OF
BRIDGE DECKING IN ORDER TO MAKE AN APPARENTLY UN-
SERVICEABLE BRIDGE SERVICEABLE. THE DECKING WAS PLACED
ON THE CABLES AT NIGHT IN ORDER TO ACCOMMODATE VEHICULAR
TRAFFIC, AND REMOVED DURING THE DAY TO LESSEN THE

DANGER OF U,S5. AIR STRIKES.

MISSION READUUT:

REVEALS THE APPKOACHES

OF Thl ORIGINAL CABLE BRIDGES AT THE XOM CA TRANG

HIGIIWAY BRIDGE OVER THE NAM QUAT AND THE XOM CA TRANG

HIGHWAY BRIDGE OVER THE RAO CAI HAVE

SEEN DESTRUYED BY AIR STRIKES AND THE BRIDGES HAVE BEEN
ABANDONED., THE FORDS AT UTM wWE864801 AND UTM WLEB0l855
ARE ACTIVE AND PERMIT THROUGH TRAFFIC ON ROUTE 15,

A NEWLY CONSTRUCTED BRIDGE (POSSIBLY A CABLE BRIDGE)
AND ASSUCIATED APPRUACH ROADS PROVIDE AN ALTERNATE

CROSSING OVER THE NAM QUAT. DURING THE EARLY STAGE OF

CONSTRUCTIUN, A CABLE AND A T-SHAPED ANCHORAGE WERL

OBSERVED AT THIS BRIDGE. DECKING IS NOW AT LLAST
PARTIALLY SUPPORTED BY A PIER AND TWO A-FRAME SUPPORTS,

AND THE ENTIRE BRIDGE IS CAMOUFLAGED.
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ROUTE 1502 IS CURRENTLY UNSERVICEABLE AS AN
ALTERNATE TO ROUTE 15 DUE TO THE LACK OF A RIVER
CRUSSING OVLER THE RAO CAI; HOWEVER A CABLE BRIDGE IS
UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT UTM WE853849, AT LEAST FIVE
CABLES HAVE BEEN STRUNG, THE ANCHORAGES ARE APPARENTLY
COMPLETE, AND THE APPROACHES LIAVE BEEN CAMOUFLAGED.
ADDITIONAL ROPLES/CABLES WHICH ARE STRUNG ACROSS THL
RAU CAI AT UTM WE855853, WdERE THE CABLES ARE POSSIBLY
ANCIIORED TO AN ELEVATLD PLATFORM, AND AT UTM WE851848
PRUBASLY REPRESENT UUMMY CAsLE BRIDGES SINCE THE
APPKOACHES HAVE BEEN ONLY ROUGHLY CLEARLD AND THERL 1S5
NO EVIDENCL OF THE NECESSARY CABLE ANCHORAGES. UNLIKL
THE BRLDGE UNDER CONSTRUCTION Al UTM WE853849, THE

CABLES ARE MORE VISIBLE DUE TO THEIR LIGHT COLOR.

ALL UTM COORDINATES ARE TAKEN FROM AMS SERIES

L701, SHEET olo4 I.
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